Jack Brooking (Jack Beach) 
1212 Cathleen Circle 
Gulf Breeze, Florida 32561 
Phone: 904/932-6359 



REST STOP VIII 
Friday December 15, 1995 
4:00 p.m. at Billy Joe's Trailer 

It is astonishing that I am writing here in the New Orleans apartment on 
Monday, January 15 (exactly a month after the fact), transcribing the hen- 
scratched notes I made, sitting in the front seat of my car, when Billy Joe 
and I last met. The only excuse is that Family arrived from Brussels for a 
three-week holiday stay, with Baby Adam (18 months) in tow. A glorious and 
relaxed visit, but my mind was on other things than Billy Joe Johnson and the 
still -confounding chain of murders which changed U.S. History. 

It had been a gray day, and by four o’clock, evening was hovering on the 
horizon. I considered not stopping. But I had again brought along Gary 
Shaw's Cover-Up . and I wanted him to take a closer look than he'd had time for 
the last visit, when we chatted in the small cemetery. I especially wanted 
him to take a look at the "three tramps," since I had just stumbled onto in- 
formation in Posner that identified the middle one as Buddy Harrelson (a con- 
tract murderer) Then, too, Gary Shaw's book attempts to link the first 
"tramp" with a police sketch alleged to be that of the man seen fleeing the 
roaming house "sniper's nest" in Memphis, across from Martin Luther King's 
Lorraine Motel . 

When I pulled into the yard, lover Dale (who evidently hadn't been 
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ousted yet) was occupying one of the metal chairs out front with another man, 
a sturdy middle-aged chap he introduced as the new tenant (apparently the one 
with the phone). Billy Joe had just gone out on seme errands. I decided not 
to stay, but met him coming down the street just as I pulled out of the drive. 
He immediately ran into the house and, returning, climbed into the front seat 
of the car with a handful of old photos, which he proceeded to show me com- 
plete with an unusually animated commentary. They were in chronological or- 
der: 

#1. His grandfather in sepia tones, a dour man in his later years — 
obvious source of the American Indian blood Billy Joe proudly 
claims to be his heritage. (His grandmother lived to be 113 
years old. ) 

#2. A black-and-white family photo with many people in it. Billy Joe 
pointed out his mother and grandmother. Then he pointed to a face 
in the back row. "That's me," he said proudly. "Would you re- 
cognize me?" I would not have, but the face somehow leapt for- 
ward because of its engaging smile and outgoing energy. The body 
(what could be seen of it) seemed slender, and the tanned face 
radiated a masculine all- American charm and friendliness. He 
seemed to be a man of modest good humor. Billy commented, "You 
know I used to box and run track. " 

#3. A slightly blurred b & w snapshot of two men bending over a car. 
Billy explained that the chap nearest the camera was the first of 
two Jims who had been his lovers (one was James Holden of New Or- 
leans, with whom he had lived for 14 years until his death. The 



Brooking (Beach) — RestVIII/3 



second Jim, his lover for only two years, had died of a heart at- 
tack). Billy pointed out the second chap in the photo as himself, 
but he was partially obscured. I could only see that he was slen- 
der and not unlike the Billy Joe in the family picture. 

#4. A photo obviously taken some years later. Not only is it in 

color, but Billy had gotten heavy, looking like a younger version 
of the man sitting beside me. Stem and slightly glowering, he 
sits at a table in this trailer before us. 

That late Friday afternoon Billy Joe was wound up for some reason and 
unusually talkative. His conversation ranged all over the ballpark: retouch- 

ing and expanding on old themes, but also delivering one new and astonishing 
bit of information, which sent me searching my collection of Assassination 
books when I got back home. 

The following names emerged, scattered through our disjointed exchange. 

Charlton Heston . M His autobiography is just out. Published in Eng- 
land. I know I'm in it." 

"How do you know?" 

"I just know I am. He really liked me. We went to Mafia places in New 
Orleans together — The Sho Bar [was drag then], Felix's, and Papa Joe's [all 
three Marcello family-owned "front" establishments]. He invited me to came 
to Hollywood anytime, you know. Said he'd always treasure a certain red silk 
shirt because I'd been with him when he wore it. I believe I could call him 
right now and the invite would still stand." 

"Billy, Charlton Heston is not going to detail his coke/sex sessions 
with you in his autobiography." 
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M Sure not, not the heavy stuff. But he* 11 write about the swimming 
pool incident at the Monteleone, and things like that. Oh, I know I’m in 
it. " 

Herman Johnson : I decided not to tell Billy I had finally reached Her- 

man in Grand Bay by phone. Herman asked me not to (even though he had told me 
precious little of importance). "All I know about the Kennedy stuff was what 
I read in the papers." He did say that Billy Joe had frequented Wanda’s Bar 
(where Herman worked for two years in the early f 60's) and that Billy was an 
exceedingly handsome and sexy young man with a funny little smile and an aura 
of secrecy about him. 

"Herman," Billy said, "was wild, outrageous — pimped for young hus- 
tlers. He ran Wanda’s for Gene Davis and robbed him of $200 in seme juke box 
★ 

and pinball scam. He was from a wealthy family. His street name was 
"Stump" . Herman worked at the Provincial Motel [hangout for Mafia and the 
place where James Earl Ray allegedly stayed in December, 1967.] and had a 
lover who was a mobster named Eddie. It was a kinky fad then to put cocaine 



Can this be the same Eugene Davis who was accused publicly by Dean Andrews 
as being "Clay (Clem) Bertrand," ostensibly to get Clay Shaw off the hook? 
Who denied it vigorously, bringing a lawsuit against Andrews and NBC-TV? Who 
introduced Clay Shaw to one William Morris in a French Quarter bar as Clay 
Bertrand? Whose lawyer in the above mentioned suit was G. Wray Gill, also 
Carlos Marcello’s lawyer and employer of David Ferrie as a private investiga- 
tor at the time of the Kennedy Assassination? Who at one time worked as a 
waiter at The Court of the Two Sisters. According to friends. Gene Davis was 
homosexual and, possibly, "Mafia." He was, according to another Quarter ac- 
quaintance, murdered by a "hustler," who was never apprehended. He was, co- 
incidentally, the owner of Wanda's, the hustler bar at Royal and Iberville 
which Herman Johnson managed in the early *60's and which Billy Joe Johnson 
frequented. The case gets "curiouser and curiouser. " 
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on your ass and dick. " 

Jack Slade [?]: "Look for a pilot named Jack [Slade?]. He went to 

school with Archie Bland. Worked for David Ferrie as a pilot. Also worked 
off shore. He had ties to the Canal Baths. 

Clay Shaw : "You know I used to go see him every Tuesday and Thursday. 
"The rougher the better" was the way he liked it. Shaw was close to the 

Marcellos. Marcello was queer too, you know. He loved young nelly blonde 

i 

Queens. But in *66 or '67, something like that, they got mad at Shaw for some 
reason afraid he would double-cross them, maybe. They didn't want to kill 
him — why kill the goose that lays the golden egg, right? — so they pulled 
out his fingernails and left him in a trunk. It^was in the papers. " 

Archie Bland : "Archie knew more about the whole [Kennedy] thing than 

Shaw did. Archie was always very possessive. Jealous. He was jealous of me. 
But we're still friends, you know. Sometime we'll go to New Orleans together 
and I'll introduce you." 

Sarah Bnera [?]: "She was a clothes designer who knew Archie and Shaw. 

She was an elegant woman who worked for D.H. Holmes and on the West Coast — 
San Francisco. She stole an expensive table from Archie and took it to San 
Francisco in exchange for keeping his 'cover.'" 

But it was when I pulled out Gary Shaw’s Cover-Up that the surprises be- 
gan in earnest. First I turned to page 164 where Shaw has published photos 
(mug shots, snapshots, etc.) of fourteen people mentioned in the published and 
unpublished Warren Commission documents (evidently barely or never investi- 
gated, since only five of them appear in my collection of Assassination 
books). I figured if any of them frequented Billy Joe's world at the time, he 
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might recognize them. Surprisingly, he pointed only to a photo of one Manuel 
Garcia Gonzales*, an unshaven, unkempt, thin-faced young Latin-appearing chap. 
"Gonzales," Billy said immediately, with a sense of assurance. "He was a 
waiter who came to New Orleans from Hungary via Mexico. 'Doyle' used to talk 
about him. He was a hit man. Into drugs. Changed his name, but spends same 
time here now. " 

The major surprise came when I turned our attention to the " three 
tramps." I first asked him if the name Charles "Buddy" Harrelson (an im- 
prisoned "hit man" from Dallas whan some, including his wife, recognize as 
the second "tramp") meant anything to him. He thought a moment and merely 
said, "something connects with someone named Cotton and an association with 
Angola. " 

But then I turned to Cover-Up pages 83 and 84, which contain seven dif- 
ferent photos of the (as yet not firmly identified) "three tramp" suspects 
being led across Dealey Plaza by two (perhaps bogus) cops with lowered guns. 
There is also a comparison of the first tramp (tabbed "Frenchy" by research- 
ers because of his dapper appearance) with a police sketch of the possible 
real Martin Luther King gunman. (Could this be the mysterious "Raoul"? I 
wondered.) Well, I had no sooner opened this page, than Billy Joe began 
pointing to the first of the three men, repeating, " That's Doyle and that's 
Doyle and that's Doyle, he's Doyle, that's him, that's him, and that's him!" 
\On the next page he pointed to both "Frenchy" and the sketch and said, 

* 

See reference in: Weisberg, Harold, Oswald in New Orleans , N.Y. Canyon 

Books, 1967. p. 378-379 and James and Wardlow, Plot or Politics . Hauser- 
American Printers, 1967. p. 149. 
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M That’s him, too." 

Doyle : The first time I met Billy, he talked about a man named Doyle, 

who had been an Assassination gunman located at the end of the concrete wall 
in front of the M grassy knoll" fence. He has mentioned Doyle in subsequent 
discussions. On December 15, he supplied even more about this man he identi- 
fied so confidently as the First Tranp. "Doyle’s the one told me all the de- 
tails about Dealey Plaza that day. Did it once when he was drunk, as I think 
I told you. Doyle was a hit man. Arrested for breaking and entering. He was 
a real criminal; always on the move. I saw him once hitchhiking along the 
highway. He was gay. We were together twice, once for a whole day in a mo- 
tel. He stayed with me for awhile once. Seems like his name was Doyle 
Long. He’s still around, but don’t know how you'd find him. I do know 
where his sister is. She lives next door to Archie Bland on Louisa Street. 
Archie knows her . . . and Doyle, too. 

"I thought Archie’s house was in the Garden District." 

"That’s his mother’s. Doyle knew Archie and Ferrie. He sometimes 
works off-shore. He's still around. You know, I think Doyle had a hand in 
trying to kill me. I had that mysterious car accident I told you about. 

Then in the hospital, when I barely knew what was happening, this black guy 
tries to give me an injection. But I managed to get out of there before he 
could do it. " 

"This whole Assassination scene seems to have been gay oriented," I 
observed. 

" It sure was. " 
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We seemed to have run down. A woman arrived with groceries — evidently 
the new roomer's wife. Dale looked restless. Just before we shook hands and 
Billy Joe climbed out of the car, I turned to him and asked, "Just why would 
they want to kill you, Billy?" 

"Because of who I am," he replied. 

"Because of what you know?" 

"No," he said slowly looking directly at me, "because of who I 



* * * 

When I got home, I spent several hours going through indexes of books on 
my shelf looking for references to Gonzales, Jack Slade, Doyle. I found noth- 
ing, until I reached Gerald Posner's Case Closed . I gasped when I discovered 
On p. 273: 

. . . But in February 1992, researchers discovered that Dallas police 
files released in 1989 showed that three tramps had been booked on No- 
vember 22, 1963. The records identified the suspects as Harold Doyle , 
[emphasis mine], Gus Abrams, and John Gedney. Two of the men, Gedney 
and Doyle, were still alive." 

Posner then accepts them as "real" tramps because they were registered at a 
rescue mission the night before and were sleeping in the railway car when the 
police arrested them. (We have learned from Billy Joe that Doyle could adjust 
to any mode of living — often hitchhiked, slept "on the road," stayed at 



Just at this moment of proofing chapter VIII, it occurs to me that the smil- 
ing All-American face in the family photo resembles Oswald. Could Billy Joe 
possibly have been one of the "false Oswalds"? 
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YMCA's, etc. We also may well be suspicious of the policemen, knowing that 
19 bogus" police and Secret Service impersonators confronted such people as 
Jean Hill from behind the picket fence on the knoll, turning them back immedi- 
ately after the shootings. 

Is it possible, by any stretch of the imagination, that Doyle also as- 
sassinated Martin Luther King? Even wilder, that he was "Raoul?" 

In yesterday’s Sunday Times Picayune there was a long article in which a 
Texas woman claims to know who "Raoul" is. He used to live in Houston, but 
is now living in the northeast. She would know if Doyle/Raoul is, indeed, the 
First Tramp, wouldn’t she? However, James Earl Ray [according to William Pep- 
per's newly published The Truth About the Murder of Martin L uther King ] 
claimed Raoul was "5'9", between 140-150 pounds, of Latin extraction 



[accent?], and with dark hair that had a reddish cast. 



